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Message from
the Chair

I have always known that a lot can change in a

year, though I never imagined exactly how

much is possible. Reflecting on 2019 while

living in 2020 certainly provides an abundance

of perspective! In 2019 our small but mighty

board was formed at our Re-launching

Annual General Meeting, and from there our

organization was highly active within Niagara’s

2SLGBTQ+ community. We volunteered at

numerous events, advocated for change,

created connections, and began building the

foundation of our Community Fund. We couldn’t

have done any of this without the support of

our members and partners. Thank you.

To my fellow board members, I say this often

but will never pass up an opportunity to

remind you all that you are always a pleasure

to work with. Your devotion, creativity and 

passion never cease to amaze me. It is

my complete honour to serve as your

board chair, and I am grateful you have

trusted me with this responsibility.

A lot has happened in 2020 which I look

forward to us sharing in our next

Annual Report! Who knows what more

can change in a year? Stay tuned to

find out!

In solidarity,

Celeste Turner
Chair
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Board of
Directors 2019

 O U T N I A G A R A  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T 0 4

BRIAN SCRIVER

Chair
He | Him
Welland

OFFICERS

CELESTE TURNER

Vice-Chair
They | Them
Thorold

MARISSA DANIELS

Treasurer
She | Her
Thorold

KATE ALEXANDER

Secretary
She | Her
Niagara Falls

KIM ANSELL

Director
She | Her
St. Catharines

DIRECTORS
MELISSA GRAY

Director
She | Her
Niagara Falls

SARAH BURTCH-WALSH

Director
She | Her
St. Catharines

LORENZO CROMWELL

Director
He | Him
Port Colborne

JOAN WILEY

Director
She | Her
St. Catharines

MICHAEL SHERMAN

Director
He | Him
St. Catharines



At Montebello Park, we hosted a table,

offering space for other community

groups and organizations. At the table we

offered memberships and information,

and increased our visibility at the annual

event organized by Pride Niagara. We

also organized a family-friendly

“TimeOUT Tent” where folx could go to

smudge with local Indigenous two-spirit

woman, Linda “Okie” Burgess, listen to a

reading by local author Noreen Spagnol

of her “Life with…” Kids’ Books,

participate in Rainbow Flow Yoga or

simply take a time out from the heat and

hustle and bustle with some cold water in

the shade.

Pride in the Park
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On June 1, 2019 teams of up to 12 runners

ran, during the day and night, from Cobourg to

Niagara Falls in a 300km+ relay race.  20

OUTniagara board and community members

volunteered at the finish line at the brink of

the falls in in Niagara Falls to raise funds for

our Community Fund. The $1,500 raised

through this event was exactly what we

needed to finally launch the Community Fund

just in time for Pride Month.

Reebok Ragnar Niagara

OUTreach



OUTniagara tabled with the City of St.

Catharines during Canada Day

celebrations at Rennie Park, raising our

visibility and providing information and

support.

Canada Day

The directory of businesses owned by or

supportive of the 2SLGBTQ+ is steadily

growing. There are efforts to begin

including safe and supportive faith locations.

OUTfriends Business and
Service Directory
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We promoted, participated in, and financially

contributed to the well-attended Trans Day

of Remembrance ceremony at Third Space

Café in Niagara Falls in November, 2019.

Transgender Day of
Remembrance

OUTreach



OUTniagara, along with numerous community-based organizations across the
country, partnered with the Canadian Centre for Gender & Sexual Diversity (CCGSD)
on their project, POZitivity. Funded by the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC),
POZitivity is a national HIV Anti-Stigma Campaign that challenged the stigma
surrounding people living with HIV, access to services, testing and prevention as well
as education on pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP)
and Undetectable Equals Untransmittable (U=U). OUTniagara participated on the
organizing committee for this project and helped to organize the campaign’s
participation at Pride in the Park 2019 and the national Slay Stigma Canadian drag
tour with RuPauls’ Drag Race contestant Trinity K. Bone’t at The Bell Tower in
October 2019.

POZitivity: A National HIV 
Anti-Stigma Campaign
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OUTreach



Governance
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Brian Scriver (Chair), 

Celeste Turner (Vice-Chair), 

Marissa Daniels (Treasurer), and 

Kate Alexander (Secretary). 

Kim Ansell, 

Sarah Burtch-Walsh, 

Lorenzo Cromwell,  

Melissa Gray, 

Michael Sherman, and Joan Wiley.

On July 25th OUTniagara welcomed and

elected the board of directors at its re-

launching AGM. The elected Executive

Committee members were:

The elected Directors were: 

The results of the AGM were covered by

local media.

Re-launching Annual
General Meeting and
Board Election
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OUTniagara has kept up a steady presence on

its social media platforms, often publishing

local content as well as relevant material from

outside sources – website, Facebook,

Instagram. 

Social

Began publishing on our website and
social media platforms a popular series of
blogs, written by community friend
Dennis Yeo, that focus on
Niagara/Canadian 2SLGBTQ+ history. The
columns 5 columns published in 2019
explored in depth issues of Canadian
2SLGBTQ+ culture in the ‘60s, Bill C-150,
the rallying of Canada’s 2SLGBTQ
activists, the momentum of the “gay lib”
movement, and growing up gay in Niagara
in the ‘60s and ‘70s. Thank you to Dennis
for sharing your experiences and
knowledge with us and the community. 

Blog Series: 
2SLGBTQ+ History

Dennis Yeo
Author: Blog series, 2SLGBTQ+ History

OUTspoken

http://www.facebook.com/outniagara
http://www.twitter.com/outniagara
http://www.instagram.com/out_niagara
http://www.outniagara.ca/
http://www.outniagara.org/contact


OUTniagara began publishing a well-received

social media series of stories and photos

called Humans of OUTniagara, which was open

to contribution by community members. We

were looking for funny or sad stories, poetry,

coming out stories, unconventional or

surprising perspectives, or entries about

experiences or encounters that may have

changed our member’s lives. Some of the

stories and/or poetry in 2019 focused on the

adoption of twins, coming out, and travelling

internationally to a country hostile to the

2SLGBTQ+ community. All stories were

accompanied by an image.

Humans of OUTniagara
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The Sound, an arts and culture magazine

in Niagara, began publishing a monthly

column, OUT and AbOUT, written mostly

by the board of OUTniagara. The two

columns that ran in 2019 focused on AIDS

Awareness Week, and overcoming

isolation during the winter holidays.

OUT and abOUT

OUTspoken





2SLGBTQ+ 
Community Fund

What is the Community
Fund?
The Community Fund is a mini-grant

program for Niagara’s 2SLGBTQ+

community. The Fund helps local

organizations, groups and individuals by

subsidizing their activities in an effort to

help keep our community diverse,

supportive, vibrant, active, vocal and fun. In

addition to financial support, OUTniagara is

always open to collaboration to assist you

in your activities.

Why is the Community
Fund important?

The Community Fund will play a large role

in the sustainability of 

Niagara’s diverse 2SLGBTQI+ community.

The vast majority of local  community

groups are sustained through out of

pocket contributions by the organizer

and/or participants. This kind of effort is

difficult to sustain and we want to see

our community thrive. As an umbrella

organization of Niagara’s sexual and

gender diverse community and

organizations we strongly believe we have

an important role to play in supporting

our community. 

OUTniagara is thrilled to have launched its 2SLGBTQ+ Community Fund.
With the help of membership fees, donations and through participation in
activities such as the Reebok Ragnar Race we are finally able to put the
Fund into action for 2020. 

Learn more, including how you can apply orLearn more, including how you can apply orLearn more, including how you can apply or
contribute to the Fund here:contribute to the Fund here:contribute to the Fund here:
https://www.outniagara.org/our-work/community-fund/

https://www.outniagara.org/our-work/community-fund/
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callingOUT

Joined by other board members and

delegates, Chair Brian Scriver presented to

Niagara Regional Council in support of joining

the Coalition of Inclusive Municipalities.

Niagara Region unanimously supported the

motion. OUTniagara posted the results of the

meeting the morning following the meeting.

Coalition of Inclusive
Municipalities

Offering support and responding to issues that impact the 2SLGBTQ+

community has become a significant part of what we do.

OUTniagara expressed grave concerns

with Ontario’s newly revised curriculum,

particularly the section that touched on

gender identity. The collective of the

region’s 2SLGBTQ+ groups and individuals

were concerned that the Health and

Physical Education in Grades 1-8

curriculum, doesn’t officially include

gender identity discussions until Grade

8, long past the time when many gender-

nonconforming children are actively

questioning their identity, or are already

under medical care. OUTniagara

responded with a media release, which

was picked up by St. Catharines Standard

Ontario’s Revised
Education Curriculum

Chair Brian Scriver presented to the

LGBTQ2+ Advisory Committee for the

City of St. Catharines, to familiarize the

committee with OUTniagara’s

achievements and mission, and to

express a desire to work with the City on

future issues involving the sexual- and

gender-diverse community.

LGBTQ2+ Advisory
Committee

https://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/news/niagara-region/2019/08/25/niagara-teachers-lgbtq-groups-slam-province-s-new-sex-ed-curriculum.html


Another letter to DSBN expressed our

opinion that despite the unveiling of the new

diversity flag, the rainbow flag should still fly

in June at all schools, either with the

diversity flag, or on its own. DSBN agreed to

fly the rainbow flag.

Pride Flag at Schools
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Offering support and responding to issues that impact the 2SLGBTQ+

community has become a significant part of what we do.

callingOUT

OUTniagara sent a letter to the District

School Board of Niagara (DSBN),

denouncing the assault on a young female

student who had recently come out as

gay. OUTniagara’s letter was also

presented to Niagara’s four sitting MPPs

at Queen’s Park in Toronto.

Anti-Bullying

OUTniagara is one of several local 2SLGBTQ+

groups represented at discussions for

including and welcoming athletes, staff,

guests and volunteers at the 2022 Canada

Games. Under discussion was the

establishment of a Games-long Pride Tent,

and a night of entertainment that would

showcase Niagara talent.

Canada Games 2021
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callingOUT

Sent congratulatory message to Niagara

College about installing a rainbow

crosswalk on campus. 

Rainbow Crosswalk

Encouraged our members to get out and

vote in the federal election and provided

information about the candidates and the

polls. 

Sent congratulatory letters to all of

Niagara’s candidates who were elected in

the 2019 federal election, indicating our

wish to work with them in the future.

2019 Federal Election




